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1 .  G L O B A L  S I G N A L S  —  L A B O R ,  G O V E R N A N C E  &  S O C I E T Y  

Washington and Beijing Opened an AI Hotline. The Chip War Stayed 
Exactly Where It Was. 
During Xi Jinping's three-day state visit to Washington, the United States and China agreed to a 
bilateral channel for AI incidents and a standing dialogue on what the White House now calls 
“super intelligence,” with the next round due by November. What stayed off the table is the 
question that most shapes who gets access to AI: US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer said 
sales of advanced American chips were not part of the talks, calling them “the crown jewels of 
American technology.” 

Neither side committed to shared safety rules. “We're leading China by a lot, and we're going to 
keep it that way,” Trump said. Beijing, for its part, has less reason to bargain than a year ago: 
Chinese suppliers led by Huawei and Cambricon now account for roughly 80% of China's 
domestic AI server market. The result is two AI technology stacks hardening in parallel — with a 
phone line between them. 

 Why it matters: For countries outside both blocs, the summit settles nothing. They still face a 
choice between stacks — as Egypt did this month when it backed an Nvidia-based national AI 
data center over a competing Huawei proposal. A crisis channel between two superpowers 
guards against accidents; it gives no one else a seat where AI's rules are actually being set. 

Sources: UPI  |  The Korea Times  |  Al Jazeera 

ALSO THIS WEEK 
● Alibaba Cloud will open its first cloud regions in Turkey, Finland and the Netherlands within 12 months, 

alongside expansions in Malaysia, Germany, the UAE, France and Hong Kong — a Chinese option 
arriving in markets that had assumed a single-supplier future.  [source] 

 

2 .  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  &  C O M P U T E  

In Cape Town, Residents Are Demanding a Say Before the Data 
Centers Arrive 

Cape Town's Housing Assembly and the UK-based nonprofit Foxglove filed a legal challenge in 
August against two proposed Equinix data centers in the city, with a combined 174 megawatts of 
capacity. Their central figure: the facilities would use an estimated 4.4 billion liters of water a year 
— roughly what 18,000 homes consume. The coalition is now calling for a national moratorium on 
new data centers until operators are required to disclose their water and electricity use and 
deliver community benefits. 

Week of September 21– 25 

https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2026/09/26/White-House-Trump-Xi-agree-super-intelligence-dialogue/1951790465468/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/world/20260927/why-us-chip-controls-took-a-back-seat-at-xi-trump-summit
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/25/trump-hails-very-productive-talks-with-chinas-xi
https://qz.com/alibaba-data-centers-europe-middle-east-ai-expansion-092326
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The challenge lands as Microsoft and AWS expand their South African footprints, and as Africa's 
operational data center capacity — about 409 megawatts today — is projected to grow roughly 
fivefold by 2030. 

 Why it matters: The complaint is about sequence, not technology: residents learn what a 
facility will draw from the grid and the water supply after it has been approved. How South 
Africa answers will set the terms of consent for the data center wave now heading toward the 
rest of the continent. 

Source: Rest of World 

ALSO THIS WEEK 
● Canada offers a Global North counterpoint: Bell Canada is committing up to $52.5 billion (CAD) to a 

900-megawatt sovereign AI hub in Saskatchewan — the largest capital investment in the province's 
history — under new federal principles on community benefits and electricity affordability.  [source] 

 

3 .  E D U C A T I O N  &  H U M A N  C A P A C I T Y  

African Public Servants Just Got Free AI Training From a Bank That 
Says the Payoff Could Be $1 Trillion 

Launched at the UN General Assembly, a new program from the African Development Bank 
Group — with UNDP's AI Hub for Sustainable Development, Google, Apolitical, Stanford Online 
and SDA Bocconi — offers free, self-paced AI training to serving public officials across the Bank's 
member countries. It covers three courses: AI fundamentals for public servants, AI leadership in 
government, and AI-assisted procurement. Enrollment is open and costs nothing. 

The Bank's framing is the story: it identifies public-sector skills and governance capacity — not 
compute or funding — as the binding constraint, citing its own estimate that inclusive AI 
deployment could add up to $1 trillion to Africa's GDP by 2035. 

 Why it matters: The people who write AI procurement rules, approve data center deals and 
decide how AI reaches schools and clinics are rarely the ones being trained. For a ministry 
procurement officer or a district administrator, this is a no-cost way in — and for citizens, one of 
the few levers that improves the AI decisions made on their behalf. 

Sources: allAfrica  |  APO / africa.com 

ALSO THIS WEEK 
● At Wits University in Johannesburg, about 165 third-year computer science students are using AI 

development tools inside their actual software-engineering coursework through the Qoder Programme, 
backed by the Telkom Foundation, BCX and Alibaba Cloud.  [source] 

 

4 .  C R E A T I V E  I N D U S T R I E S  

Europe's Next AI-Labeling Deadline Is December 2 — and It Reaches 
Creative Platforms Far Beyond Europe 

Since August 2, the EU AI Act has required deepfakes to be clearly labeled and people to be told 
when they are talking to a chatbot. Generative AI systems already on the market before that date 
were given until December 2, 2026 to add machine-readable marking — watermarks or metadata 
that let AI-generated images, audio and video be detected automatically. The Commission's 
voluntary Code of Practice on marking and labeling sets out how providers can comply. 

The rule follows the audience, not the headquarters: any tool with users in Europe is in scope, 
wherever it was built. 

https://restofworld.org/2026/south-africa-ai-data-center-protests/
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2026/09/government-of-canada-welcomes-major-new-investment-in-sovereign-ai-infrastructure-in-saskatchewan.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202609250497.html
https://www.africa.com/apo/81st-session-of-the-united-nations-general-assembly-unga81-african-development-bank-group-and-partners-launch-free-artificial-intelligence-ai-training-for-african-public-officials
https://www.wits.ac.za/news/latest-news/research-news/2026/2026-09/telkom-foundation-bcx-and-alibaba-cloud-partner-with-wits-to-expand-digital-skills.html
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 Why it matters: For a generative-image tool built in Lagos, a synthetic-voice startup in Nairobi 
or a video platform in São Paulo with European users, December 2 is a product deadline. For 
human creators, mandatory labeling removes a quiet disadvantage: those who already disclose 
AI use no longer compete against those who don't. 

Sources: European Commission  |  EU AI Act, Article 50 

ALSO THIS WEEK 
● Abidjan will host WAIFF Africa, the first African edition of the World AI Film Festival, in February 2027. 

Submissions from ten Francophone African countries are open until December 31 across seven 
categories, including AI documentary, AI music video and a prize for best female creation; winners go 
on to the international finale in Cannes in April 2027.  [source] 

 

5 .  R E G I O N A L  L E N S  —  A F R I C A  &  T H E  G L O B A L  S O U T H  

India's Subsidized-GPU Model Is a Global South Template — and Its 
Chip Dependence Is the Crack in the Foundation 

India's approach to AI sovereignty rests on renting access rather than owning hardware. Through 
the IndiaAI Mission, the government has onboarded more than 38,000 GPUs and made them 
available at subsidized rates, with 190 projects approved so far — 78 from government bodies, 
46 from startups and small businesses, 30 from early-stage startups, and the rest from 
researchers, academic institutions and students. 

The model appeals to other Global South governments because it spreads compute to users who 
could never buy it outright. Its weakness sits upstream: the chips are imported, and access 
depends on supply chains and export policies India does not control. 

 Why it matters: For a startup in Pune or a researcher at a smaller university, subsidized 
compute is the difference between building and watching. For governments weighing similar 
programs, India shows both halves of the bargain: broad access now, and exposure to 
decisions made in Washington and Beijing — the same decisions this week's summit left 
untouched. 

Sources: Press Information Bureau, Government of India  |  Hello Entrepreneurs 

ALSO THIS WEEK 
● Kenya signed two AI agreements in New York during the UN General Assembly — a five-year 

memorandum with Stanford's Hoover Institution and a joint declaration with Anthropic on skills, 
research, safety testing and public-sector use — but neither carries funding, and the country's national 
AI strategy still lacks most of the roughly $1.17 billion it needs.  [source] 

 

6 .  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  &  E V E N T S  

UNECA Is Looking for African AI That Already Works — With a 
Showcase in Accra, November 2–5 

The UN Economic Commission for Africa, with the ITU and Research ICT Africa, has opened its 
Continental Call for African AI Innovations 2026. It is open to African startups, universities, 
innovation hubs, public and private organizations, social enterprises and individual innovators — 
on one condition: a functioning prototype, pilot or deployed solution, with evidence of 
development impact in areas such as health, agriculture or education. 

Selected innovations will be presented at the ECA Innovation Café during the 15th Africa Internet 
Governance Forum in Accra, Ghana, on November 2–5, in front of policymakers, investors and 

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/code-practice-ai-generated-content
https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/transparency-rules-article-50/
https://www.fratmat.info/article/2644776/culture/waiff-africa-2027-fatim-cisse-kouadio-veut-faire-dabidjan-la-capitale-africaine-de-la-creation-audiovisuelle-par-lia
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2245069&reg=3&lang=1
https://helloentrepreneurs.com/technology/india-ai-semiconductor-bet-96870/
https://www.riotimesonline.com/kenya-ai-public-administration-2026/
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development partners. The official call page does not state a submission deadline; applicants 
should confirm timing with the organizers (sorene@un.org) before preparing a submission. 

 Why it matters: Most opportunities for African AI builders reward ideas. This one asks for 
solutions that already work — a better fit for teams that have shipped something and now need 
visibility with the governments and funders who decide whether it scales. 

Sources: UNECA — ECA Innovation Café  |  Opportunities for Africans 

ALSO THIS WEEK 
● The African AI Film Festival is accepting AI-made shorts, animation and documentaries from African 

and diaspora filmmakers until October 20 — free for Africa-based filmmakers and students — with 
premieres in Hollywood on November 21 and Kampala on December 12.  [source] 

 

ONE SIGNAL WE ARE WATCHING 

Who gets a say. In Washington, the two powers that make the world's most advanced AI 
chips agreed to talk about AI risk — and left the question of who may buy those chips off the 
table. In Cape Town, residents are asking for a voice before the data centers that run on 
those chips draw on their water and power. In New York, Kenya signed AI agreements with 
no money attached, while the African Development Bank opened free training for the officials 
who will negotiate the next deals. India shows one middle path: broad, subsidized access to 
compute it does not manufacture. The signal to watch is negotiating capacity. Governments 
and communities that understand what they are signing — and what it will draw from them — 
will get better terms. Those that don't will take the terms they are given. 

 

AI for All Global Brief is a publication of Tomorrow Foundation. 

https://igf.africa/ecainnovationcafe/
https://www.opportunitiesforafricans.com/the-united-nations-economic-commission-for-africa-eca-continental-call/
https://africanaifilmfestival.org/
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